TOLSTOI'S LAST DAYS

Till the appearance of BoulgakoVs journal:
"Tolstoi in the Last Year of His Life," we knew
little or nothing of what had driven the great
writer to leave his home at 82 years of age and
wander out to die in the little railway station of
Astapova.

True, Tchertkov, his confidant and literary ex'
ecutor, has written a book entitled "Tolstoi's
Flight/1 but the author's manifest partisanship
prevented one from accepting alt his statements.
Moreover, the story he told was too farfetched,
too improbable to be immediately welcomed. We
were asked to believe that Tolstoi's wife, who
had lived with him for 48 years and borne him a
swarm of children, suddenly became jealous of
his chosen friend Tchertkov, made constant rows
with him first and then with her husband till she
drove the old writer from his home. The story
seemed unreasonable, too preposterous to be true.
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